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December 15, 2020 – 11 AM   

E-mails Received Regarding Candidacy of 

Esther Thomas for the Vacant Seat on the Selectboard 
 

E-mails Received as of 11:00 AM, December 15, 2020 

On Mon, Dec 14, 2020 at 7:42 PM Kristy Lynn Carpenter <kristy.lynn.carpenter@gmail.com> wrote: 

Dear Selectboard Members, 

I am writing to you today in support of Esther Thomas's candidacy to join the Middlebury Selectboard. I 

think she would make an excellent addition to the board and bring new perspectives, ideas, and 

experiences to further enrich community dialogues and the important work your team is doing for our 

town.  

Esther is a person who cares deeply for her community and actively seeks out ways to build meaningful 

connections with other Middlebury residents - in both her professional and personal life. She is invested 

in working to make Middlebury a truly inclusive community where everyone feels welcome, appreciated, 

and valued - especially individuals from marginalized communities, including BIPOC folx who continue to 

face racism and oppression in predominantly white communities like ours. Representation matters and 

when it comes to making decisions that will help or hurt our community, we need more folx at the table 

- people who have different experiences than our own to help us all grow together and make decisions 

that truly serve the entire Middlebury community.  

Esther brings important perspectives to the board that would help benefit us all. She knows what it's like 

to find your place in a new community and build those authentic connections. She knows first hand how 

hard our educators are working in and outside of the classroom to keep our kids healthy and safe. Esther 

knows what a challenge it is for folx in our community to balance work and childcare amidst a pandemic. 

She knows what it's like to navigate life in a largely white community and state as a Black woman and the 

physical and emotional toll that comes with it. She knows how important it is for us to work together, look 

out for each other, and work to support all members of our community - especially in times of crisis. 

For these and countless other reasons, I lend my support to Esther Thomas and would love to see her join 

the Selectboard, knowing the entire community would benefit greatly from her  

dedication, thoughtfulness, and investment in Middlebury and its people. 

Kristy Carpenter 

kristy.lynn.carpenter@gmail.com 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Kristy Lynn Carpenter <kristy.lynn.carpenter@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Dec 14, 2020 at 9:03 PM 

Subject: Re: Support for Selectboard Candidate Esther Thomas 

To: <Fkhan63@icloud.com>, <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, <dbrown9926@gmail.com>, 

<firesafe@gmavt.net>, <hseeley@nbnworks.net>, <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com> 

I realize I didn’t include my info, but wanted to share that as well so you know who’s supporting Esther 

Thomas.  
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I have been a member of the Middlebury community since I moved here from New York State in Fall of 

2017. I have worked at the college for the past three and a half years and currently serve as the Assistant 

Director for Residential Life. 

Kristy Carpenter  

 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jason Kaye <jasonkaye@posteo.net>  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 9:47 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Support for Esther Thomas for Selectboard appointment 
 
Kathleen, 
 
Please forward to the Selectboard this expression of my enthusiastic support for Esther Thomas' 
appointment to fill the vacancy on the Selectboard. I have met Esther only a few times, though her calm 
demeanor, positivity and curiosity strike me as qualities befitting a member of the Selectboard. As Esther 
shares in her letter of interest, her lived experience and perspective would be an asset to the Selectboard's 
discussions and decision-making. The town as a whole would benefit from having her voice on the 
"Selectboard side" of the table. 
 
Thank you for considering Esther's appointment. 
 
Jason Kaye 
275-2979 
 

 

From: Erin Morrison <morrison.cerin@gmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 9:53 PM 

To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 

Subject: Letter of Support for Esther Thomas 

Dear Middlebury Selectboard,  

Please accept this letter of support for Esther Thomas. Esther and I first met just over a year ago through 

our roles at Middlebury College. I have always appreciated Esther's energy and the way she shows up and 

contributes in spaces. She is thoughtful and patient. She listens, engages, and responds with 

consideration. She can share perspectives as a resident that is not often heard or represented in 

leadership. As a single mother myself, I am rooting for Esther and this opportunity for Middlebury to have 

someone like her serve in this role.  

Erin Morrison 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 

 

From: Megan O Brakeley <mbrakeley@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Dec 14, 2020 at 11:32 PM 

Subject: Letter of support for Esther Thomas 

To: Fkhan63@icloud.com <Fkhan63@icloud.com>, brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 

<brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, dbrown9926@gmail.com <dbrown9926@gmail.com>, 

firesafe@gmavt.net <firesafe@gmavt.net>, hseeley@nbnworks.net <hseeley@nbnworks.net>, 

lindseyfuentes@gmail.com <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com> 

CC: ethomas@middlebury.edu <ethomas@middlebury.edu> 

Dear Middlebury selectboard: 

I write to respectfully endorse Esther Thomas for her candidacy for the town selectboard in light of the 

position vacated by Victor Nuovo. I was delighted to read that Esther was running. She would bring to the 

board rich experience and fresh perspective for Middlebury, which I feel is especially critical in a time 

when we face unprecedented challenges of a global pandemic, racial inequity and reckoning, climate 

change, school closures, and general stagnation of “business as usual” in Middlebury. We cannot imagine 

what we cannot see, and I fear we would be remiss in building and visioning our future way out of these 

conundrums without being led by diverse voices and perspectives. 

We would be so fortunate to have Esther as a part of our leadership. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Megan Brakeley 

Water Street, Middlebury  

 

 

From: Joanna Colwell <joanna.colwell@gmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 8:31 AM 

To: Lindsey Fuentes-George <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>; Nick Artim <firesafe@gmavt.net>; Farhad 

Khan <Fkhan63@icloud.com>; Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Heather Seeley 

<hseeley@nbnworks.net>; brian11.carpenter@gmail.com; Daniel Brown <dbrown9926@gmail.com> 

Subject: Dear Middlebury Select Board 

Dear Middlebury Select Board, 

I wanted to put in a word of support for Esther Thomas, who I understand is seeking to serve out the 

remainder of Victor Nuovo’s term. 

I met Esther when she first moved to Middlebury, and I think it would be wonderful to have her on 

the Select Board! Esther is a terrific public speaker, a great communicator, and a very organized person. 

She has a sharp mind, a warm heart, and a very strong sense of community. 
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Although our Select Board tends to be a group of people who have lived in Middlebury for a long time, I 

think there is a great value in having people who are more recent arrivals to our town, as their perspective 

offers a fresh way of looking at small town governance that can help us take important steps toward 

becoming a more inclusive and welcoming community. 

Thanks so much for your time, 

Joanna Colwell 

joanna.colwell@gmail.com 

Director, Otter Creek Yoga 

Middlebury, Vermont 

 

Media and Outreach Coordinator, 

Middlebury Showing Up for Racial Justice 

 

Pronouns: She/Her 

From: Barnaby Feder <bafede@gmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 11:00 AM 

To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 

Subject: Esther Thomas and the Selectboard 

Good morning Kathleen, 

    It's come to my attention that one of my congregants, Esther Thomas, has expressed interest in serving 

on the Selectboard for the remainder of Victor Nuovo's term. I have no idea who else the Board will be 

considering and don't want this interpreted as opposition to any candidate. I will say though that my 

personal experience with Esther as a member of our worship team is that she is energetic, responsible, 

open-minded, and detail-oriented. On top of that, she is empathetic, expresses her thoughts clearly, and 

generally brightens the day for everyone in her presence.  

    Whatever appears on the town's agenda for the rest of Victor's term, I'm confident that Esther will 

study it carefully and then have something useful to contribute to the discussion, even if it is not grounded 

in personal knowledge of how Middlebury or other Vermont towns have dealt with that issue in the past. 

Moreover, and I'm sure you will agree this is a highly undervalued gift in terms of meeting efficiency, she 

has no need to speak and claim the spotlight if someone has beaten her to the point she would want to 

make.  

   Blessed be, Rev. Barnaby Feder, Champlain Valley UU Society, 196 Meadow Glen Dr., Middlebury, 989-

9303 

PS -- although I do not regularly attend Board meetings, I have supervised both Heather Seeley and Laura 

Asermily as CVUUS employees and so have a good knowledge of the amount of work involved since we 

frequently arranged their hours at CVUUS to support them in their service to the town. 

 


